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Don’t Love Money (Enjoy it) 

There’s currently a battle taking place in Los Angeles. It’s a war between the rich, and 
the super-rich. Investors and foreign dignitaries are buying up property in exclusive 
neighborhoods; places like Bel Air and Beverly Hills. And they’re tearing down 10,000 square 
foot homes. And they’re building 40,000 square foot homes. But the current residents –  the 
people with 10,000 square foot homes – don’t like this trend. They’re saying, “This is unsafe. 
This is ruining our neighborhood. And no one needs a house that big!” But Mohammed Hadid 
disagrees. He builds these super-homes for the super-rich. Hadid did an interview recently. And 
the interviewer asked him, “why do you do this? Why do you build houses that are this big?” 
And he said, “because there’s a need. This is what my clients are asking for.”1  

Last week, we talked about the dangers of consumerism. And this week, we’ll talk about 
one of consumerism’s closest relatives; greed. According to Scripture, consumption isn’t a bad 
thing. But excessive consumption is. And that’s greed; that insatiable desire for more. Humans 
want more. And we create cultures that feed this craving. And Americans are no exception. I 
mean, we have a TV show called, “American Greed,” for crying out loud! We crave things that 
are bigger and better. That’s why people talk about the “need” for a 40,000 square foot home. 
Now, that’s an extreme example, isn’t it? I don’t think the words, “need” and “40,000 square 
foot home” belong in the same sentence.  

But what are we to make of such people? Are they simply self-indulgent? Are they trying  
to get “too much” out of life? Well, according to Solomon, greedy people don’t enjoy life too 
much. Actually, they enjoy it too little. They’re consumed by the desire for more. And that 
desire actually prevents them from enjoying life. And the same is true for us. Solomon says the 
cure for greed isn’t to stop enjoying life. It’s actually to start enjoying it. To fight greed, we must 
learn to enjoy the daily gifts God has already given us. And that, in turn, will move us to enjoy 
the Giver.  

If you have a Bible, turn to Ecclesiastes 5, verse 8. In this passage, Solomon uses a 
parallel structure. You can see it on the screen. He begins by warning us about the dangers of 
greed. Solomon says that greed makes life unsatisfying. And he reiterates this point at the end 
of the section. Then, he says that greed makes life tragic. And he returns to this point at the 
beginning of chapter 6. Finally, he offers an encouragement. He tells us to enjoy life. And this 

                                                           
1 See http://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/video/fight-los-angeless-giga-mansions-28965025. 
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point isn’t repeated. Now, this structure is called a chiasm. And whenever you see a chiasm, 
here’s the general rule; the thing in the center – the thing that isn’t repeated – that’s the point. 
That’s the big takeaway. So the point isn’t at the end. It’s in the middle. But to simplify things, 
we’ll work through this passage from the outside-in. So let’s start by looking at the edges of this 
passage. 

A. Greed Makes Life Unsatisfying: Before Solomon offers a cure for greed, he shows us  
why it’s a sickness. So why isn’t greed good? First, because it makes life unsatisfying. He says 
this; “If you see oppression of the poor and denial of justice and righteousness in the province, 
do not be shocked at the sight, for one official watches over another official, and there are 
higher officials over them.  9 After all, a king who cultivates the field is an advantage to the 
land.”  
 Now these verses seem out of place, don’t they? This is a passage about money. So why 
does Solomon begin by talking about oppression? Well, he’s not just talking about oppression. 
He’s actually talking about oppressors; and specifically, what motivates them. And according to 
Solomon, oppressors are motivated by greed. They exploit people to line their own pockets. 
And to make matters worse, they participate in a system of exploitation. Officials watch out for 
each other. They protect each other. And according to verse 9, even the king is part of this 
system. This verse is difficult to translate. Solomon may be saying that a king who cultivates 
fields is an advantage to the land. Or, he may be saying that kings take advantage of the land by 
cultivating fields. I think it’s the latter. I like how the New Living Translation renders verse 9. It 
says, “even the king milks the land for his own profit.”  
 So here’s Solomon’s point; oppression is fueled by the love of money. When we see 
justice denied, we shouldn’t be surprised. Oppressors profit from a system of exploitation. And 
they won’t hold each other accountable. After all, that would ruin the system! And this explains 
why oppressors take bribes, and seize land, and extort money. Now I’m sure these verses don’t 
seem that relevant for today. After all, it’s not like people still use political power for financial 
gain! So, let’s just move on.  

The greedy hurt those beneath them. But they also hurt themselves. Solomon says, “He 
who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its 
income. This too is vanity.  11 When good things increase, those who consume them increase. 
So what is the advantage to their owners except to look on?  12 The sleep of the working man 
is pleasant, whether he eats little or much. But the full stomach of the rich man does not 
allow him to sleep.” Solomon offers three reasons greed hurts us.  

First, according to verse 10, greed gives us an unattainable goal. By its very nature, 
greed cannot satisfy. Think about it; what do greedy people want? More. That’s it! More. 
There’s no objective; no goal. The goal is simply “more.” And that means it’s never enough. 
Solomon reiterates this point in chapter 6. He says, “All a man's labor is for his mouth and yet 
the appetite is not satisfied” (6:7). The desire for wealth is like the desire for food. We eat. But, 



3 
 

inevitably, we’ll get hungry again. And the more we eat, the hungrier we’ll get. The same is true 
of money. Money can make us feel secure, can’t it? It can protect us from disaster. Or, it can 
enable us to enjoy comfort. Nice things seem to make life easier, don’t they? But here’s the 
problem; the human desire for these things is insatiable. Who doesn’t want to feel more secure? 
Who doesn’t want an easier life? So if I equate money with security or comfort, I’ll always want 
more money. And therefore, I’ll never have enough.  

Several years ago, Boston College’s Center on Wealth and Philanthropy conducted a 
survey of the ultra-rich.2 The people surveyed had an average net worth of $78 million dollars. 
So each of the respondents was approaching, “complete financial security.” In other words, 
these are the people who would survive a total global economic collapse. And here’s what 
astonished me; most of these people didn’t think they were financially secure! On average, 
respondents felt they needed one-quarter more wealth than they currently possessed to 
achieve financial security. Now, I don’t know if any of us can “relate” to that. But this highlights 
the problem of greed. The target is always moving. So ironically, greed prevents me from 
actually experiencing security, or comfort, because I always need more. What I have is never 
enough. Solomon says this is vanity. I’m just chasing the wind. 

Greed gives me an unattainable goal. Second, greed creates problems. The more we 
have, the more others want to have it. As the rapper Notorious B.I.G wisely said, “Mo Money, 
Mo Problems.” And if you’re a visual learner, here’s a graph that illustrates his point. See, 
there’s the relationship. Money solves problems. But it also creates them.   

In 2002, Jack Whittaker purchased a lottery ticket worth $314 million dollars. At that 
time, it was the largest single-ticket jackpot in history. And Whittaker had a choice. He could 
accept the prize as an annuity and receive an annual payout. Or, he could receive his prize in a 
lump sum, and take home $170 million dollars. He opted for the lump sum. And after paying 
Uncle Sam, he took home $83 million. He then gave millions to churches, and non-profits. He 
even bought a house and a car for the woman who sold him the ticket. But then, his life began 
to unravel. Thieves broke into his car, and stole over $500,000 dollars. A young man died in his 
home from a drug overdose. Then, his granddaughter was reported missing, and was later 
found dead. Whittaker was arrested for a DUI. He was later sued by a casino for bouncing $1.5 
million dollars in checks. He was accused of failing to pay money from a previous lawsuit. As 
you may except, all of this took a toll on his marriage. He and his wife eventually filed for 
divorce. In all, Whittaker reports that people have tried to rob him a dozen times. He’s now 
remarried, and runs two struggling businesses. And each week he spends $600 in lottery tickets, 
trying to regain his lost wealth.   

Money attracts people like moths to a flame. If you become wealthy, the government 
will notice. Thieves will notice. Charities will notice. And relatives will notice. So you’ll need lots 
of people to help you keep what you have. You’ll need accountants for taxes; a broker for 
                                                           

2 See http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/04/secret-fears-of-the-super-rich/308419/. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/04/secret-fears-of-the-super-rich/308419/
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investments; maids for your house; gardeners for your yard; and bodyguards for your family. 
You’ll have to pay lots of people, lots of money, to keep your money; the same money you 
didn’t want other people to have! And as Solomon says, all you can do is look on. See, if you’re 
greedy, money equals security; it equals status. But the more you have, the more you have to 
lose. Thus, the more time you’ll spend dealing with the problems your money creates. And that 
leads to the third reason greed hurts us.   

Greed produces terrible anxiety. We feel compassion for the working man, right? The 
people who are exploited by the greedy. But Solomon thinks these people are doing just fine! 
They work hard. And they sleep well, because they’re content. But the rich can’t sleep, because 
they have a full stomach. Now, Solomon isn’t talking about indigestion. He’s using a word-
picture. Greedy people lay awake, worrying about all of their stuff. They think, “what if I made a 
bad investment?” “What if there’s a recession?” For them, money is life. So if they lose money, 
they lose everything. Thus, they’re plagued by anxiety. Greed causes people to exploit others. 
But ultimately, it causes us to exploit ourselves. So it’s doubly dangerous.   

Solomon concludes the passage by saying this. “For what advantage does the wise man 
have over the fool? What advantage does the poor man have, knowing how to walk before 
the living? 9 What the eyes see is better than what the soul desires. This too is futility and a 
striving after wind” (6:8-9). Solomon says the wise person has “no advantage” over the fool. 
Solomon isn’t talking about wisdom or foolishness in absolute terms. He’s talking about these 
concepts in relation to wealth. Thus “the wise man” is the person who knows how to make 
money. And “the fool” is the person who does not. And here’s Solomon’s point; a greedy 
person who can make money is no better than a greedy person who can’t. If you love money, 
you won’t be satisfied. Period. It doesn’t matter how much you have. It won’t be enough. And 
thus, there’s no advantage. 
 But according to Solomon, the poor do have an advantage. Here, “the poor” refer to the 
workers; the men and women mentioned earlier. Solomon says these people know how to live. 
They’re grateful for what they have. They’re able to enjoy God’s blessings. And thus, they have 
an advantage over the greedy, who just want more. And this insight leads Solomon to his 
conclusion. He says that what we see is better than what we desire. In other words, it’s better 
to enjoy what’s right in front of you, than to long for what’s not.  

We’ll return to that point later. But first, let’s talk about greed. I imagine that some of 
you are struggling financially. Right now, you’re not thinking about wants. You’re thinking about 
needs. And if that’s you, we want to pray for you. And beyond that, I hope we can support you 
in a meaningful way. But here’s my guess; that most of us are doing pretty well; especially 
compared to the rest of the world. And yeah, there are concerns. But if we’re honest, we have 
more than enough. So how can you tell if you’re greedy? 
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Well, you can start by looking at your expenses. Do you spend more than you make? 
The average American household has almost $6,000 in credit card debt.3 Is that you? Do you 
routinely buy stuff you can’t afford? Or, that you don’t use? Clothes you only wear once; or, 
food you don’t eat? Do you give consistently? Or, do you give rarely, if at all? The way we 
handle stuff reveals a lot about us. So if you feel like you’re money is managing you, we want to 
help you. In a few weeks, Jon Andresen will be teaching Financial Peace University. Jon is a wise 
man. And, he’ll give you practical, biblical principles for managing your money.    

There are habits we can build to manage stuff better. But fundamentally, greed isn’t a 
stuff problem. We shouldn’t assume there’s a direct correlation relationship between greed, 
and wealth. According to Scripture, there are righteous poor people. And there are unrighteous 
poor people. Further, there are unrighteous rich people. And there are righteous rich people. 
So yes, wealth can be a snare. But it can also be a gift from God; a tool to be leveraged for his 
kingdom. So it’s important that we don’t see stuff as the basic problem. Our stuff issues are 
symptomatic of soul issues. So, to diagnose greed, we need to dig a little deeper. With that in 
mind, here are two soul-questions to ask yourself. 

First, am I using “stuff” to fill a deeper need? We can make material things too 
significant. We can use stuff to satisfy the deepest longings of the soul. But if we do this, we’ll 
have a hard time enjoying anything, because we’ll crush things under the weight of our 
expectations.  

Recently, Kashelle and I met a group of young guys. And, these guys were, like, the 
ultimate foodies. They had eaten everywhere. Now, I’m quite partial to food. So I asked them 
about their experiences. And they started talking about their trip to the French Laundry.  Now 
the French Laundry is a big deal. It’s one of the best restaurants in America. It’s one of the top 
50 restaurants in the world. So I asked them, “tell me, how was that?” And they said, “man, it 
was so disappointing! Some of our food was cold. The service was slow. And we complained. But 
they didn’t comp us for anything!” And then one of the guys said, “Yeah, I was like, ‘C’mon 
French Laundry! Change my life!” And I loved that comment. I could totally relate. We long for 
transcendent experiences, don’t we? 

And it’s tempting to think that stuff will transform our lives; that it will give us security, 
or significance, or joy. So why do you crave stuff? Do you eat because you’re hungry? Or, 
because you’re sad, or lonely? How about clothing? Do you buy things to clothe yourself? Or, to 
feel better about yourself? When you get a new outfit, do you feel like a better version of you? 
Why do you want a bigger house? Can you use the extra space? Or, are you seeking bigger 
things just to demonstrate that you’re keeping up? That you aren’t inferior to your peers? That 
you’ve arrived? Greed turns money into a god; something that can fulfill the deepest longings 
of our heart. But in Luke 12, Jesus says that our life doesn’t consist in possessions (12:15). Stuff 
won’t give us life. It won’t deliver lasting joy, or significance. 
                                                           

3 See http://www.creditcards.com/credit-card-news/credit-card-debt-statistics-1276.php.   

http://www.creditcards.com/credit-card-news/credit-card-debt-statistics-1276.php
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Are you looking to stuff to fulfill a deeper need? Second, are you working for money, or 
for God? According to Jesus, the ultimate reason for work isn’t money. Jesus says, “don’t work 
for the food that perishes” (John 6:27). He tells us not to worry about food and shelter. Instead, 
he says, “seek first the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). Jesus says that as we seek God, he will 
give us what we need. So why do we work? To glorify God. And as we do this, God provides for 
us. It’s the byproduct. So money is the result of working; but it’s not the ultimate purpose. 

I know I’ve used this illustration before. But think of it like this. Imagine you asked me, 
“Jeff, why are you a pastor?” And I said, “Why am I a pastor? Two words: tax breaks. They’re 
fantastic. Plus, the job security is amazing. And, I get to do what I want. I mean, seriously, 
haven’t you wondered what I do all week? Everyone does. And no one really knows! It’s great!” 
Now, if I said that, what would you think? You’d probably start looking for a new church. Or, 
you’d tell me to seek new employment.  

I don’t want to be pastored by a guy who’s in it for the money. But here’s the thing. My 
job isn’t any holier than yours. Paul says that all work can be done to the glory of God 
(Colossians 3:23). So ultimately, Christians work to glorify God; not to pursue wealth. But if I 
work for wealth, that’s my god. And I work in pursuit of that God. But that means I’ll only work 
hard enough to get paid; that’s the primary purpose of work; compensation. But the Christian 
view of work is different. Paul says that Jesus is my boss (Ephesians 6:5-9). And my job is an 
assignment from him. That means I work hard. I strive for excellence. I love and serve those 
around me. And I prayerfully point them to Jesus; because at the day, I report to Jesus. He’s the 
one sitting in the corner office. He’s who I want to please. And then God grants me wealth. But 
listen, wealth is the result. It’s not the ultimate purpose. So what drives you? What gets you up 
in the morning? Is it money? Or is it God’s glory?  

B. Greed Makes Life Tragic: Greed makes life unsatisfying. But it also makes life tragic.  
Let’s quickly work through the middle of this passage. Solomon says this; “There is a grievous 
evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt. 14 When 
those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had fathered a son, then there was 
nothing to support him. 15 As he had come naked from his mother's womb, so will he return as 
he came. He will take nothing from the fruit of his labor that he can carry in his hand. 16 And 
this also is a grievous evil-- exactly as a man is born, thus will he die. So, what is the 
advantage to him who toils for the wind?  17 Throughout his life he also eats in darkness with 
great vexation, sickness and anger.”  Solomon now looks at the problem of greed through a 
wide-angle lens. And he tells us a cautionary tale. He says, “there once was a man who hoarded 
riches. He never stopped working. He ate in darkness. He skimped on oil to save money. He was 
consumed with worry. But then, he lost everything. He came into the world with nothing. And 
he’ll leave with nothing.” Solomon says this is “evil;” evil, in the sense that it’s tragic. It’s absurd 
that someone would hope in money for a lifetime, but lose it in a moment. That’s one tragedy 
greed can cause. But it’s not the only one.  
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In Chapter 6, Solomon tells us another cautionary tale. He says, “There is an evil which I 
have seen under the sun and it is prevalent among men-- 2 a man to whom God has given 
riches and wealth and honor so that his soul lacks nothing of all that he desires, but God has 
not empowered him to eat from them, for a foreigner enjoys them. This is vanity and a severe 
affliction. 3 If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, however many they be, 
but his soul is not satisfied with good things, and he does not even have a proper burial, then I 
say, "Better the miscarriage than he, 4 for it comes in futility and goes into obscurity; and its 
name is covered in obscurity. 5 "It never sees the sun and it never knows anything; it is better 
off than he. 6 "Even if the other man lives a thousand years twice and does not enjoy good 
things-- do not all go to one place?" According to Solomon, the greatest tragedy is that 
someone would never enjoy life. A person may labor for riches, only to lose them to someone 
else. Some people spend a lifetime working for wealth. But they never enjoy it. And Solomon 
thinks this is ridiculous. He says, “Look, I don’t care if you live for 2,000 years, and have 100 
children. If you don’t enjoy life, what’s the point?” Solomon thinks that a miscarried child is 
better off than a person who doesn’t enjoy the fruits of their labor. The child is never born. But 
it’s also spared from futility. And to Solomon, nothing could be more futile than a joyless 
existence; a life spent striving after wealth that you never stop to enjoy.  So greed doesn’t just 
make life unsatisfying. It makes life tragic. And these realities drive Solomon to one conclusion.  

C. Enjoy Life: He says, “Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to  
drink and enjoy oneself in all one's labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years 
of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward. 19 Furthermore, as for every man to 
whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to 
receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not often 
consider the years of his life, because God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart.”   

Solomon thinks the best thing we can do is enjoy the fruits of our labor. Instead of 
constantly wanting more, we should enjoy what we have. That’s God’s gift to us. And if we 
enjoy what we have, we won’t even think about what we don’t have. God will almost 
preoccupy our hearts with gladness.  

Now remember, Solomon is looking at life from “under the sun.” He has constructed his 
view of the world from the ground up; he has based it on his perceptions. He thinks that death 
has the last word; that nothing lasts; that no one ultimately comes out ahead. And thus he 
thinks that life is meaningless. Solomon also thinks God is arbitrary. For some reason, God gives 
one person the ability to enjoy wealth. And for some reason, he doesn’t give that ability to 
another. And in light of all this, Solomon says, “listen; if you find something enjoyable; enjoy it. 
That’s as good as life is ever going to get.” Solomon’s perspective is incomplete. But he says 
something that is true. The cure for greed isn’t to have what you want. It’s to want what you 
have.  
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And as Christians, we have an even better motivation to be content. Jesus shows us who 
God is. And in Matthew 6, he says, “don’t be anxious. God knows what you need. Seek him. And 
he’ll give it to you” (6:25-34). We have a clearer picture of God than Solomon did. We know 
God as Father. He is faithful and generous. So we can trust that what he provides is what we 
really need. And therefore, we must learn to appreciate what we already have.  

I appreciate and joy things most when I see my need for them. Think about it. What’s 
the best meal you ever had? The best meals are when you’re hungry. One time, I was 
backpacking in Yosemite. We were burning like 8,000 calories a day. And I remember stopping 
for lunch to eat a salami sandwich. That was the best sandwich I’ve ever eaten. And when 
you’re really thirsty, what tastes better than water? After I workout, I’m not thinking, “man, I 
wish I had a $200 Cabernet to drink. I’d just love to chug that thing right now.” No, I want water! 
I know that will meet my deepest thirst. May God awaken us to our needs. And then, may we 
see what he has already provided; not only to meet our needs, but also to meet our wants. And 
may we enjoy those things.  

I don’t know what that means for you. Maybe it means hanging out in your backyard 
more; making that a space you love. Maybe it means picking up that book you bought, but 
never read. Maybe it’s hanging out with your kids, and playing with an old toy. It never ceases 
to amaze me: if I get excited about a toy, my kids do too. And then, they want to play with it! 
Relearn to enjoy what you have. That is God’s gift to you. And he’s a good God.  

Second, enjoy your stuff with other people. One reason Solomon thinks greed is tragic is 
because it isolates us. In this passage, the greedy person eats in darkness. They don’t have time 
to eat with others. And, they don’t receive a proper burial. People stop caring about them. 
When we enjoy things with others, it increases the joy. Using your home for others; making a 
meal to eat with friends; using your resources to meet a need in your small group; those are 
ways to enjoy life with other people. And as we share and enjoy what God has given us, we 
won’t resent him for what he hasn’t. The cure for greed isn’t getting everything you want. Nor 
is it to stop wanting. The cure is to see God differently; to see that he’s generous; that he has 
already given us good things to enjoy; and then to share those things with others.    
 

And the ultimate cure for greed is the gospel. At root, greed stems from a perception of 
scarcity. I don’t think I will have what I truly need. And that means, I don’t see God as generous. 
I don’t believe that he’s good, and gracious. Thus, greed stems from a failure to remember the 
gospel. God owns everything. And he has already given us his most precious possession; Jesus. 
And Jesus gave everything for you. He poured out his life unto death. He took God’s judgment 
against your sin upon himself. He rose to give you new life. And Jesus gives you his Spirit, to 
empower and lead you. And as Christians, God provides for our materials needs; and our 
spiritual needs. Scripture says he has given us everything for life and godliness. And the Bible 
says that one day, you will inherit the earth. So one day, God will actually give you everything. 
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And he’ll give you himself, forever. What more could you want? What more could God give? 
And what else could we do, but give our lives for him? Let’s pray.  

2015 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN 
STANDARD BIBLE® © The Lockman FoundaSon 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. 
Used by permission. 
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Don’t Love Money (Enjoy it) 
Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:9 

 
I. The Disadvantages of Greed  

 

It makes life unsatisfying (5:8-12; 6:7-9) 

 

 

 

It makes life tragic (5:13-17; 6:1-6) 

 

 

 

II. The Advantage of Contentment (5:18-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Started:  

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. In your mind, what’s the most frivolous purchase you’ve made in the past 5 years? Why 

did you make it? Do you still enjoy what you bought?   
 

For Further Thought and Discussion:   

3. What does Solomon’s remark about injustice (5:8-9) have to do with money (5:8-9)? In 
what sense are “the rich” (i.e. the greedy) worse off than those they oppress (see 5:12)?  
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4. Solomon lists several dangers of greed in this passage (see 5:8-12; 6:7-9); several 
reasons why greed isn’t good. What are they? Which of these dangers have you fallen 
prey to?   

5. Why is the enjoyment of God’s gifts the cure for greed? How does enjoying God’s gifts 
with others increase our joy? As Christians, why do we have an even better motivation 
than Solomon for living contented lives (see Matthew 6:25-34; Romans 8:32; 2 
Corinthians 8:9)? 
  

Application:  
 

6. What’s one (material) gift God has given you that you’ve taken for your granted? How 
can you enjoy it/thank God for it this week?  

7. As a group, list some ways you can enjoy your possessions together. Then, list some 
ways you can pool your resources to bless someone else.  

8. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this message?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


