
 
 

Sermon Notes 
 
 

Better Than Wisdom 
Ecclesiastes 8 

 
 

Ecclesiastes is like a lecture given by a professor, who happens to be King Solomon, the 
wisest man to walk the earth.  It is a lecture where he answers our question ‘What do we 
need to be wise?’  And he answers our question by posing a main observation about life 
‘under the sun’ that life is fleeting (hevel) and then giving a series of lessor observations 
about certain aspects of life.  Chapter 8 is his discourse on wisdom and its limitations. 
 
1. What does the Hebrew word hevel mean? 
 
2. What is good about wisdom ‘under the sun’? 
 
 What is unsatisfying about wisdom ‘under the sun’? 
 
3. What is good about life ‘under the sun’? 
 
 What is unsatisfying about life ‘under the sun’? 
 
4. ____________________ is better than wisdom. 
 
5. ____________________ us better than life.  
 
 
For Further Thought and Discussion 
 
Getting Started 
 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon?  What didn’t you understand?  What 

could you explain to someone younger in the faith? 
 
Going Deeper 

 
1. King Solomon’s Main Observation – Why is it important to recognize that life is 

fleeting (hevel)?  Is there a connection between the fleetingness of life and whether 
life is meaningful?  How would we behave if we saw this to be true?  How would we 
behave if we did not see this as particularly true? 
(Eccles 1:1-2 and Eccles 12:8) 

 
 
2. Four Paradoxes – King Solomon poses four paradoxes about wisdom in Chapter 8.  

For each one, he is lecturing that ‘Wisdom is good (Eccles 8:1),  but …’.  For each of 
the following describe the paradox.  Are there any current examples of this that 
come to mind?  What are the limitations to wisdom in each? 
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 Wisdom is good, but … 

First Paradox (Eccles 8:2-9) 
 
Wisdom is good, but … 
Second Paradox (Eccles 8:10-14) 
 
Wisdom is good, but … 
Third Paradox (Eccles 8:15) 
 
Wisdom is good, but … 
Fourth Paradox (Eccles 8:16-17) 

 
 
 
3. Better Than Wisdom – Paradoxes are unsatisfying answers to the wrong question.  

What’s wrong with the question ‘what do we need to be wise’?  Why is a better 
question ‘What’s better than wisdom’?  (John 14:6) 

 
 What is better than wisdom ‘under the sun’ (John 14:6)?  Any verses or personal 

stories come to mind? 
 
 What is better than the life ‘under the sun’ (John 14:6)?  Any verses or personal 

stories come to mind? 
 
 


