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Restoration of Erring Members  

 Paul writes in Galatians 6:1-2, “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any 

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one 

looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and 

thereby fulfill the law of Christ.” Paul’s instructions may sound strange to many in 

our individualistic culture, but the theme of Christians taking responsibility for 

one another’s spiritual health runs through the New Testament. Notice that Paul 

says, “even if anyone is caught in any trespass” they are to be restored. At 

Creekside, there are no unpardonable sins. All that is necessary for restoration is 

genuine repentance. Second, those who restore the fallen are to be spiritual, 

meaning led by God’s Spirit. They are not to be proud, condemning or 

condescending, but rather “in a spirit of gentleness” and humility, they are to look 

to themselves, “so that [they] too will not be tempted.”  Nor are we to become 

exasperated with those who keep falling, but instead are to “bear one another’s 

burdens and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.” When a person joins Creekside, the 

members of Creekside assume the responsibility for that person’s spiritual health, 

and the new member assumes that same responsibility for the other members.   

 

 In Matthew 18:15-18, Jesus says, "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault 

in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. But if he does not listen to you, 

take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every 

fact may be confirmed. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he 

refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 

whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” 

 

 Restoration always begins on a personal level. We are to watch out for one 

another and to bear one another’s burdens. According to Jesus, if a brother or 

sister has knowledge of a serious, public and ongoing violation of Scriptural 

commands by a fellow believer, he or she shall go to that individual privately and 

voice their concern. In many cases, the believer will acknowledge their wrong, 

thank the person for their concern, and move forward. However, if there is no 

acknowledgement of responsibility or evidence of repentance, the brother or 

sister is to bring two or three others who share the same concern for the 

individual, to voice their concerns to that person (cf. Matthew 18:16). If there is 

still no acknowledgment of responsibility or evidence of repentance, the matter is 

to be brought before the church. At Creekside, the elders have been designated 

by the church to act on its behalf in these situations, investigating the charges 
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made against any individual and determining if any further action is warranted. If 

the elders conclude that there is indeed on-going rebellion to the Scriptures, they 

will admonish the person themselves. If the erring believer then persists in his 

refusal to repent, Jesus commanded that the matter shall be brought before the 

church. In Creekside’s case, a special congregational business meeting will be 

called where the erring believer shall be admonished before the entire 

congregation. If the erring believer still refuses to repent, Jesus instructs us to 

“treat them like a tax collector or sinner.” We interpret this to mean that the 

church is to stop treating this person like a fellow Christian, but rather as a non-

believer. If a person insists on persisting in unrepentant sin, their membership at 

Creekside will be revoked and Creekside’s members will be encouraged to no 

longer regard them as a brother or sister in Christ, but as a non-believer living in 

unrepentance. We will love and serve them, as we would any other unbeliever.1 

But we will no longer affirm their profession of faith. Rather, we will encourage 

them to repent and put their trust in Jesus.  

 

 Matthew 18:15-20 provides a general framework for addressing sin in the 

Christian community. However, Scripture speaks of rare circumstances when a 

more rapid response may be necessary. Such instances include (but are not 

limited to); (a) a sin which causes major division within the church (Titus 3:10); 

(b) a sin which exposes the church to public scandal (cf. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13) or 

(c) a violation of civil or criminal law. In such cases, the elders will seek God’s 

counsel, and alert you to our course of action.2 

 

 
      

                                                           
1 In certain circumstances, the elders may ask the unrepentant person to stop attending Creekside church 

functions, especially in cases were said person’s presence would be a threat to others in the congregation.  
2 For more information on church discipline and restoration, see the following passages: 1 Corinthians 5:11-13; 

Galatians 1:8; 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15; 2 John 1:10-11; 1 Timothy 5:8, 19-20; 2 Timothy 3:5; Titus 1:7-16; 3:10-11.  
 


