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I. The Bible 

 

We believe that the Bible, the Old1 and New2 Testaments, is the fully inspired 

Word of God,3 and is the only perfect4 authority5 and guide6 for Christian faith,7 

doctrine8 and practice.9 We believe that Scripture in its entirety originated with 
                                                           

1 The books of the Old Testament are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 

Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 

Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.    
2 The books of the New Testament are Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, 

James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 John, Jude, Revelation. 
3 “All Scripture is breathed out [“inspired”] by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness….” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
4 “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul….” (Psalm 19:7). 
5  “Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I said, you are gods'? 35 If he called them gods to 

whom the word of God came – and Scripture cannot be broken – 36 do you say of him whom the Father 

consecrated and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am the Son of God'?” (John 10:34-36). 
6 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). 
7 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). “Then Jesus was led 

up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he 

was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 

become loaves of bread." 4 But he answered, "It is written, "' Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that comes from the mouth of God'" (Matthew 4:1-4). “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 

firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it  15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 

sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:14-15).     
8 “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning 

to a different gospel – 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 

preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a 

gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of 

God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 11 For I 

would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did not 

receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:6-

10). “As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus that you may charge certain persons not 

to teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote 

speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from 

a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered 

away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying 

or the things about which they make confident assertions. 8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it 

lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 

ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 

the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to 

sound doctrine, 11 in accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted” (1 

Timothy 1:3-10).    

9 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).    



God, was inerrant in its original form,10 and that it was given through God‟s 

inspiration of chosen men.11 The Scriptures are the unique, full12 and final 

authority13 on all matters of faith and practice, and there are no other writings 

similarly inspired of God.14    

 

II. God 

 

We believe in one,15 true,16 holy17 God, eternally18 existing in three persons – 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit19 – each of Whom possesses equally all the attributes 

                                                           
10 “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17). See n. 11.    
11 “And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a 

lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of 

all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 

1:19-21).    
12 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 

children forever, that we may do all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). “His divine power has granted 

to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 

excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 

become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful 

desire” (2 Peter 1:3-4). See also n. 17.      
13 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 

fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 

Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will 

be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-20). “Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). “And Jesus came and said to them, „All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age‟” (Matthew 28:18-20).       
14 “You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I command” (Deuteronomy 4:2). “Everything that I command you, 

you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or take from it” (Deuteronomy 12:32). “Every word of God 

proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 6 Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you 

be found a liar” (Proverbs 30:5-6). “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 

adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words 

of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are 

described in this book” (Revelation 22:18-19).  
15 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4).   
16 “But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, 

and the nations cannot endure his indignation” (Jeremiah 10:10).    
17 “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of 

his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 

with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: „Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!‟ 4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of 

him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: „Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 

hosts!‟ 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from 

the altar” (Isaiah 6:1-6). 



of deity20 and the characteristics of personality.21 God created the world22 and all 

things23 therein out of nothing24  and by His sovereign power He continues to 

sustain His creation.25 By His providence He is operating throughout history to 

fulfill His redemptive purposes.26  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
18 “The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms. And he thrust out the 

enemy before you and said, Destroy” (Deuteronomy 33:27). “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 

you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Psalm 90:2). “And now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed” (John 17:5). 

“For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies 

for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:13-

14). “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).   
19 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all” (2 Corinthians 13:14). See Matthew 28:19 (n. 21).  
20 “For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth- as indeed there are many "gods" and many 

„lords‟ – 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 

Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). “But Peter said, „Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 

to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, 

did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived 

this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God‟” (Acts 5:3-4).     
21 “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a 

voice from heaven said, „This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased‟” (Matthew 3:16-17). “When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever 

he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 

and declare it to you” (John 16:13-15).  
22 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). “…he has spoken to us by his Son, 

whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” (Hebrews 1:3).  
23 “„I, I am he who comforts you; who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, of the son of man who is 

made like grass, 13 and have forgotten the LORD, your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the 

foundations of the earth, and you fear continually all the day because of the wrath of the oppressor, when he sets 

himself to destroy? And where is the wrath of the oppressor?‟” (Isaiah 51:12-13). “All things were made through 

him, and without him was not anything made that was made” (John 1:3). “He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities- all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before 

all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:15-17).    
24 “For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16 That is why it depends on 

faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring- not only to the adherent 

of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, „I have 

made you the father of many nations‟ – in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead 

and calls into existence the things that do not exist” (Romans 4:15-17). “By faith we understand that the universe 

was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible” (Hebrews 11:3). 
25 “He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly. 16 He gives snow like wool; he scatters 

hoarfrost like ashes. 17 He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; who can stand before his cold? 18 He sends 

out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow and the waters flow” (Psalm 147:15-17). “Lift up your eyes 

on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the 

greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing” (Isaiah 40:26). “Are not two sparrows 

sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your 

head are all numbered” (Matthew 10:29-30).   
26 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 

should be kept alive, as they are today” (Genesis 50:20). “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of 



III. Jesus Christ 

 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal27 Second Person28 of the Trinity29 who 

was united30 forever31 with a true human nature32 by miraculous conception33 and 

virgin birth.34 He lived a life of perfect obedience35 to His Father and voluntarily36 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases” (Psalm 115:3). “Who 

has spoken and it came to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? 38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High 

that good and bad come?” (Lamentations 3:37-38). “…you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall 

be with the beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of 

heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men 

and gives it to whom he will” (Daniel 4:25). “And we know that for those who love God all things work together 

for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And 

those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified 

he also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30). “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will….” (Ephesians 1:11).  
27 “He was in the beginning with God” (John 1:2).   
28 “For to which of the angels did God ever say, „You are my Son, today I have begotten you‟? Or again, „I will 

be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son‟?” (Hebrews 1:5).  
29 See John 1:1 (n. 28).   
30 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 

the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself 

nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 8 he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). 
31 “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven” (Acts 1:11). “Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man 

of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:49).  
32 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised 

beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh….” (Romans 1:1-3). “For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. 

By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit” (Romans 8:3-4). “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 

4:4-5). “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17).  
33 “And the angel said to her, „Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.‟ 34 And Mary said to the angel, „How will 

this be, since I am a virgin?‟ 35 And the angel answered her, „The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy- the Son of God‟” (Luke 

1:30-35).  
34 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, 

being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, „Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 

Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.‟ 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: 23 „Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel‟ 

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 



atoned37 for the sins of all38 by dying on the cross as our substitute,39 thus 

satisfying divine justice40 and accomplishing41 salvation42 for all who trust in Him 

alone.43 He rose from the dead44 in the same body,45 though glorified,46 in which 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus” (Matthew 1:18-

25). 
35 “And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to 

him” (John 8:29). “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:17). “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 

our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). “For 

it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and 

exalted above the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26). “He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth” (1 

Peter 2:22). 
36 “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes 

it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again. This charge I have received from my Father” (John 10:17-18).  
37 See Hebrews 2:17 (n. 40). 
38 “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 

2:2).   
39 “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 

(Mark 10:45).   
40 “But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it – 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:21-26). “For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 

written, „Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.‟ 11 

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for „The righteous shall live by faith.‟ 12 But the law 

is not of faith, rather „The one who does them shall live by them.‟ 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 

by becoming a curse for us – for it is written, „Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree‟ – 14 so that in Christ 

Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 

faith” (Galatians 3:10-14).  
41 “When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, „It is finished,‟ and he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit (John 19:30).  
42 “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 

wrath of God” (Romans 5:9). “For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him” (1 Thessalonians 

5:9-10).   
43 “…we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 

have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by 

works of the law no one will be justified. 17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to 

be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 

transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. 
20 It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if justification were through 

the law, then Christ died for no purpose” (Galatians 2:16-21).   
44 “…he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures….” (1 Corinthians 15:4). 
45 “See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones 

as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39). “So the other disciples told him, „We have seen the Lord.‟ But he said to 

them, „Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 

hand into his side, I will never believe.‟ 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, „Peace be with you.‟ 27 Then 



He lived and died. He ascended into heaven,47 and sat down at the right hand of 

the Father,48 where He, the only Mediator between God and man,49 continually 

makes intercession for His own.50 He shall come again to earth,51 personally52 and 

visibly,53 to consummate history54 and the eternal plan of God.55 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
he said to Thomas, „Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 

disbelieve, but believe‟” (John 20:25-27).  
46 “We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him” (Romans 6:9). “But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" 36 

You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body that 

is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, 

and to each kind of seed its own body. 39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another 

for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory 

of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and 

another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 42 So is it with the 

resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is 

raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living 

being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the 

spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of 

dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 50 I tell you 

this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable” (1 Corinthians 15:35-50). 
47 “And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11 and said, „Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven‟” (Acts 1:9-11). “Therefore it says, „When he 

ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.‟ 9 ( In saying, „He ascended,‟ what does it 

mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also 

ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)” (Ephesians 4:8-10).   
48 “The LORD says to my Lord: „Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool‟ (Psalm 110:1).  

“…he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come” (Ephesians 1:20-21). “Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that 

the Lord set up, not man” (Hebrews 8:1-2). 
49 “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 

himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Timothy 2:5-6).  
50 “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 

is the one who died- more than that, who was raised – who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 

for us” (Romans 8:33-34). “Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 

through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).   
51 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ….” (Titus 2:11-13).   
52 “For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 

cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 

will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 

the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).   
53 See Acts 1:9-11 (n. 55).  
54 “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to 



 

IV. Salvation 

 

We believe that people were created to have fellowship with their Creator,56 but 

chose instead to defy God and to go their own way,57 thereby alienating 

themselves58 from God and suffering the corruption of their nature59 which 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all 

his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For „God has put all things in subjection 

under his feet.‟ But when it says, „all things are put in subjection,‟ it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 

subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him 

who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:22-28). 
55 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 

his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:7-10). “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about 

our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and 

called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in 

Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior 

Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel….” (2 Timothy 1:8-

10). 
56 “Then God said, „Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.‟ 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:26-27). “I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do 

not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, 7 everyone who is called by my 

name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made” (Isaiah 43:6-7).  
57 “See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes” (Ecclesiastes 

7:29). “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 

their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 

thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the 

glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles” (Romans 1:18-

23). 
58 “Then the LORD God said, „Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest 

he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever –‟ 23 therefore the LORD God sent 

him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at 

the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way 

to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:22-24). “Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear 

dull, that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins 

have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). “Therefore remember that at one time you 

Gentiles in the flesh, called „the uncircumcision‟ by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 

hands – 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 

and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:11-12). 

“They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, 

due to their hardness of heart” (Ephesians 4:18). “And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing 

evil deeds….” 

(Colossians 1:21).   
59 “Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God saw the 

earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth” (Genesis 6:11-12). “TO THE 

CHOIRMASTER. OF DAVID. The fool says in his heart, „There is no God.‟ They are corrupt, they do abominable 



rendered them incapable of pleasing God.60 This fall took place at the beginning of 

human history,61 and all individuals since suffer these consequences,62 and are thus 

in need of the saving grace of God.63 Salvation is wholly a work of God's free 

grace,64 not the result, in whole or in part of human works or goodness,65 and 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
deeds, there is none who does good. 2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there 

are any who understand, who seek after God. 3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 

there is none who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:1-3). “But that is not the way you learned Christ! – 21 

assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, 

which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires….” (Ephesians 4:20-22).   
60 “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 

cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:7-8).   
61 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said 

to the woman, „Did God actually say, „You shall not eat of any tree in the garden‟?‟ 2 And the woman said to the 

serpent, „We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, „You shall not eat of the fruit of the 

tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.‟‟ 4 But the serpent said to the 

woman, „You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.‟ 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 

also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths” (Genesis 3:1-7).    
62 “What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 

Greeks, are under the power of sin, 10 as it is written: „None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no 

one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even 

one.‟ 13 „Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.‟ „The venom of asps is under their lips.‟ 14 

„Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.‟ 15 „Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and 

misery, 17 and the way of peace they have not known.‟ 18 „There is no fear of God before their eyes.‟ 19 Now we 

know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, 

and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified 

in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:9-20). “Therefore, just as sin came into the 

world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned – 13 for sin 

indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death 

reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a 

type of the one who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's 

trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded 

for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass 

brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17 If, because of one man's 

trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 

free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as one trespass led to 

condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one 

man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 
20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, 

as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord” (Romans 5:12-21).   
63 See Romans 3:21-26 (n. 48). 
64 “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this 

world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience – 3 

among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 

love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by 

grace you have been saved – 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:1-7).   



must be personally appropriated by repentance and faith in Christ's atoning death 

and resurrection.66  
 

V. The Holy Spirit 

 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is the eternal67 Third68 Person69 of the Trinity. He 

enlightens the minds of sinners,70 awakening in them recognition of their need of a 

Savior71 and regenerating72 them. At the point of salvation, He permanently73 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
65 “For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law” (Romans 3:28). “Now to the one 

who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but trusts him 

who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness….” (Romans 4:4-5). “So too at the present time 

there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace 

would no longer be grace” (Romans 11:5-6). “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). “But when 

the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  6 

whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might 

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7). See also Galatians 2:16-21 (n. 51), 3:10-14 (n. 48), 

2 Timothy 1:8-10 (n. 63). 
66 “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, "The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). “The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day 

on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31). “But the words „it was counted to him‟ were not 

written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the 

dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” (Romans 4:23-25). 

“…if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 

saved” (Romans 10:9-10).  See also Romans 10:17 (n. 15). Galatians 2:16-21 (n. 51) Ephesians 2:8-9 (n. 73).    
67 See Hebrews 9:13-14 (n. 26).  
68 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 

from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me 

from the beginning” (John 15:26-27). See 2 Corinthians 13:14 (n. 27).    
69 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Ephesians 

4:30). See also John 15:26-27 (n. 76).  
70 “But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 

None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 

But, as it is written, „What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared 

for those who love him‟ – 10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God” (1 Corinthians 2:7-10).  
71 “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 

will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world 

concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler 

of this world is judged” (John 16:7-11).  
72 “Jesus answered him, „Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.‟ 

4 Nicodemus said to him, „How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's 

womb and be born?‟ 5 Jesus answered, „Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, „You must be born again.‟ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you 



indwells74 every believer to become the source of assurance,75 strength76 and 

wisdom.77 He uniquely endows each believer with spiritual gifts78 for the building 

up79 of the Church. He guides believers in understanding and applying the 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 

the Spirit‟” (John 3:3-8). See Titus 3:4-5 (n. 73). 
73 “And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal 

on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22). “In him you also, when you 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory” 

(Ephesians 1:13-14). See also Ephesians 4:30 (n. 77).  
74 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 

with you and will be in you” (John 14:16-17). “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ 

is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you” (Romans 8:9-11). “Do you not know that you are God's 

temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16). 
75 “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to 

fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, „Abba! Father!‟ 16 The 

Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs – heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him” 

(Romans 8:14-17). 
76 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). “For this reason I bow my knees 

before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of 

his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being….” (Ephesians 

3:14-16).  “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of 

my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but [the Spirit] of power and love and self-control” (2 Timothy 1:6-

7). 
77 “For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I 

do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may grant you the spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him….” (Ephesians 1:15-

17). 
78 “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us….” (Romans 12:3-6). “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 

varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 

them all in everyone.  7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given 

through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working 

of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 

apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:4-12).  
79 “So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the 

church” (1 Corinthians 14:12). “What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a 

revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up” (1 Corinthians 14:26). “And he 

[Christ] gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ….” (Ephesians 4:11-12). 



Scriptures.80 The individual believer is filled81 and led82 by the Holy Spirit by faith;83 

He makes it possible for Christians to exhibit Christ-like character84 and to bear 

fruit85 for the glory of God. 

 

VI. The Church 
 

We believe in one86 true87 church universal,88 comprised of all those who have 

received Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.89 The Bible commands 

believers to unite together90 for worship,91 for prayer,92 for instruction in the 

                                                           
80 “And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 

truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they 

are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual 

person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 „For who has understood the mind of the Lord so 

as to instruct him?‟ But we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:13-16). See also John 16:13-14 (n. 29). 
81 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 20 

giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to 

one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:18-21).  
82 “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law” (Galatians 5:18). See Romans 8:14 (n. 83).  
83 “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 

portrayed as crucified.  2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing 

with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  4 Did you 

suffer so many things in vain- if indeed it was in vain?  5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 

among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith….” (Galatians 3:1-5). “For through the Spirit, by 

faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness” (Galatians 5:5). See also Galatians 3:13-14 (n. 48).  
84 “But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 

Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:16-17). 
85 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23). 
86 “There is one body….” (Ephesians 4:4).   
87 “I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how 

one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of truth” 

(1 Timothy 3:14-15).    
88 “And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were 

slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and 

you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).  
89 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 

sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-1). “But you have come to Mount 

Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and 

to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 

better word than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:22-24).    
90 “Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the 

things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common” (Acts 4:32).   
91 “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 

And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and 



Scriptures,93 for fellowship,94 for the observance of the ordinances of baptism95 

and communion,96 for mutual ministry through the development of talents and 

gifts97 and for outreach to the world.98 When God's people meet regularly in 

obedience to these commands, there is the local expression of the church, whose  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together 

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 

having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved” 

(Acts 2:42-47). “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” 

(Colossians 3:16-17). See Ephesians 5:18-21 (n. 89).  
92 “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,  2 

for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 

way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For 

this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in 

faith and truth. 8 I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or 

quarreling” (1 Timothy 2:1-8). See Acts 2:42 (n. 98). 
93 “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not 

neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15 

Practice these things, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself 

and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:13-

16). See Acts 2:42 (n. 98).    
94 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near” 

(Hebrews 10:24-25).  
95 See Matthew 28:19 (n. 21).  
96 “For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And 

I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 

recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes 

ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink 

in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I 

commend you in this? No, I will not. 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, „This 

is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.‟ 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 

saying, „This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.‟ 26 For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 27 Whoever, 

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body 

and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For 

anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many 

of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But 

when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 33 So 

then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another – 34 if anyone is hungry, let him eat at 

home – so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will give directions 

when I come” (1 Corinthians 11:18-34; see Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 22:1-38).    
97 See Romans 12:3-6 (n. 86); 1 Corinthians 12:4-12 (n. 86); Ephesians 4:11-12 (n. 87).   
98 “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world” (John 17:18). “Jesus said to them again, 

„Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you‟” (John 20:21). See Matthew 28:18-20 (n. 

21); Acts 1:8 (n. 84).   



members are to live together in love99 and unity,100 intent on one purpose,101 

striving together for the faith of the gospel.102 

 

VII. Human Destiny 

 

We believe that Jesus will return personally103 and visibly104 to judge the living and 

the dead.105 All people will be resurrected and a judgment will determine the fate 

of each person.106 Unbelievers will be condemned to eternal separation from God 

in hell,107 while believers will be received into eternal fellowship108 with God and 

rewarded for works done in this life.109 

                                                           
99 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 

love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 

13:34-35). “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).  
100 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may 

all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 

that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 

are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 

sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be 

with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 

world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you 

have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which 

you have loved me may be in them, and I in them” (John 17:20-26). “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you 

to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 

(Ephesians 4:1-3).  
101 “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 

of one mind” (Philippians 2:1-2).   
102 “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am 

absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of 

the gospel….” (Philippians 1:27).   
103 See 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (n. 54).   
104 See Acts 1:9-11 (n. 55). 
105 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 

throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats” (Matthew 25:31-32). “And he commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead” (Acts 10:41-42). “I charge you in 

the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead….” (2 Timothy 4:1).   
106 “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, 

and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 

were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 

written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had 

done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And 

if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11-

15).  
107  “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time 

of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be 

delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of 

the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are 



VIII. Faith and Practice 

 

We accept the Scriptures as the final authority in all matters of faith and practice. 

The principle of freedom is highly valued in the Evangelical Covenant Church and 

emphasizes that the fellowship of believers can transcend theological differences. 

Therefore, beyond the fundamental beliefs outlined above, we encourage the free 

investigation of the Scriptures in those matters where sincere Christians honestly 

disagree. However, this principle of freedom does not allow for that type of 

individualism which disregards the authority of the Word of God, or the mutual 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars 

forever and ever” (Daniel 12:1-3). “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life” (Matthew 25:46). “They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord 

and from the glory of his might….” (2 Thessalonians 1:9). “And the angels who did not stay within their own 

position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the 

judgment of the great day – 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in 

sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal 

fire…“These are blemishes on your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, looking after themselves; 

waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the 

sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been 

reserved forever” (Jude 6, 7, 12-13). “And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the 

camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who 

had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and 

they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:9-10).  
108 “His master said to him, „Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master‟” (Matthew 25:23). “Then the King will say to those on his right, 

„Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world‟” (Matthew 25:34). “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with 

a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 

will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 

holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will 

be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are 

waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:11-13). “Then I saw a new 

heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I 

saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, „Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will 

dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain 

anymore, for the former things have passed away.‟ 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, „Behold, I am 

making all things new.‟ Also he said, „Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.‟ 6 And he said to 

me, „It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring 

of the water of life without payment‟” (Revelation 21:1-6).   
109 “Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all 

stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, „As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall confess to God.‟ 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God” (Romans 

14:10-12). “Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw – 13 each 

one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will 

test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 

receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as 

through fire” (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he 

has done in the body, whether good or evil” (2 Corinthians 5:9-10).  



responsibilities and disciplines of the body of Christ as set forth in the Scriptures, 

and summarized in the membership covenant.  
 


