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Baptism and Communion 
 

What Does Creekside Believe? 

 

What are Creekside’s official positions on baptism and communion?  

 Creekside’s official positions on baptism and communion are as follows: 

1. Baptism 

 We believe that every Christian is to be baptized in order to follow both the example of 

Jesus and the command of Jesus. Baptism is the way we publicly identify ourselves as followers 

of Christ. Baptism doesn't make you a believer - it simply declares to the world that you 

believe. Baptism doesn't save you. We are saved by faith in Christ alone. Baptism is like a 

wedding ring - an outward symbol of a heart commitment. For this reason, we believe that 

every person who has trusted Jesus should be baptized. Baptism is one of the requirements of 

membership at Creekside. No matter how long you've walked with Christ, if you've never been 

baptized, you need to be before becoming a member. 

2. Communion 

 Jesus never asked His disciples to remember his birth. But he did instruct them to 

remember His death and resurrection. The Lord's Supper (or Communion) is an object lesson 

to regularly remind us of what Jesus has done for us and to celebrate God's amazing grace 

which He has given to us in Christ.  

 

 To summarize, we hold to a symbolic view of both baptism and communion. Baptism is a 

symbol – a picture – of our faith in Jesus. It is a physical depiction of spiritual reality; our dying 

and rising with Christ (see Romans 6:1-6). Similarly, communion is a picture of Christ’s death 

and resurrection. The bread is a picture of Christ’s body, and the cup is a picture of Christ’s 

blood. Moreover, we believe that baptism is for believers only (i.e. those capable of making an 

intelligible profession of faith).  

 When we say that “Creekside” holds these views, we are referring to the leadership of 

the church; the elders, council and staff. These are the views we hold, teach, promote and 

defend. We encourage all Creekside members to adopt these views.   

 

Do I have to hold these positions to be a member at Creekside?  

 No. Sincere, Bible-believing Christians have disagreed on the precise nature of both 

baptism and communion. Therefore, members do not have to agree with us on these matters.  
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What positions do you allow members to hold?  

 

 There are two alternative positions we allow members to hold. These views are 

common in Protestant denominations.1  

1. Infant Baptism 

 

First, Creekside members may hold to the position known as infant baptism. According 

to this view, baptism is rightly administered to all infant children of believing parents. This view 

is held by Lutherans, Episcopalians, Methodists, and Presbyterians.2 Advocates of this position 

agree with Creekside’s statement of faith regarding the nature of salvation (i.e. salvation is by 

grace alone through faith alone), but disagree concerning the proper recipients of baptism. 

Members may hold this position, provided they (a) provide a biblical basis for doing so, and (b) 

hold their position charitably, not making it a source of division or dispute within the church.  

 

2. Real Presence in Communion 

 Second, Creekside members may hold to the position known as real presence. According 

to this view, Christ is truly but mysteriously present in the elements (i.e. the bread and cup) of 

the Lord’s Supper.3 Members may hold this position, provided they (a) provide a biblical basis 

for doing so, and (b) are willing to hold their position charitably, not making it a source of 

division or dispute within the church.  

I was baptized as an infant; do I need to be re-baptized before 

becoming a member?  

 In most cases, we allow a member to follow his or her conscience in this matter. If you 

were baptized as an infant, and have biblically-based reasons for believing in infant baptism, we 

welcome you to join our church. If you were baptized as an infant, but have a biblically-based 

conviction that you should be re-baptized, we will gladly baptize you in accordance with your 

profession of faith.  

What if I’ve never been baptized? 

 If you’ve never been baptized, we ask that you receive baptism before joining Creekside. 

Baptism is the gateway to ongoing identification with Jesus and his people (see Matthew 28:19-

20; Acts 2). We want to obey Jesus. Therefore, we do not bypass this critical step. During your 

interview, the elders will ask whether you’ve been baptized.    

What if I have more questions? 
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 Questions can be directed to Jeff Bruce. (510) 430-0607, ext. 18. 

Jeff@creeksidecommunity.org.  

                                                           
1 Note, we have intentionally omitted Roman Catholic (RC) and Eastern Orthodox (EO) understandings of 

baptism/communion from this discussion. This is because the RC/EO churches differ from Creekside (and all 

Protestant denominations) in their fundamental understanding of salvation. RC’s/EO’s believe that communion and 

baptism effect or contribute to one’s standing before God. Thus, our disagreement with RC’s/EO’s over the nature 

of communion and baptism reveal our divergence on an essential issue (viz. the nature of salvation). One cannot 

not subscribe to RC/EO positions on communion and baptism without simultaneously disagreeing with Creekside 

regarding a primary issue. Therefore, we assume these perspectives are not relevant for the present discussion. If 

you’re from an RC or EO background and have further questions, the elders would be happy to discuss these 

matters with you.  
2 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994); 975. 

See ibid., 975ff for common arguments set forth in favor of this position. Note, advocates of this view do not 

believe that baptism causes spiritual life (viz. regeneration) in their children. Rather, they believe that baptism 

functions like circumcision did in the Old Covenant; as a sign and seal of God’s covenant grace in believing families.    
3 Protestants have disagreed about Christ’s presence in the communion elements. Luther believed that 

Christ’s body and blood were present “in, with and under” the elements. He also believed that Christ’s human 

nature was “ubiquitous” (and thus could be present in the elements). Presbyterian and Reformed denominations 

typically deny that Christ’s body and blood are present in the elements, but instead posit that he is present 

spiritually.    
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